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An Abſtract of the Preſent State 
CF FE 


IS Majeſtie having earneſtly recommen- 
ded the cala mitous condition of the 
French Proteſtants, to the charity of his 
Subjects it will be reaſonable that ſome 
account ſhould be givenof the Perſecution and Se- 
verities uſed towards thoſe unhappy le, which 
have driven them from their eſtates and country, 
and cauſed them in fo great numbers to ſeek tor 
refuge —_— ſtrangers. 

e aforeſaid preſſures are of two ſorts ; one 
from the iniquity of the Laws, the other from the 
violence of Men. 

As to the firſt, Whereas the Proteſtants of 
France , as a reward for their eminent ſervices 
to the Government and Crown; were ſuppor- 
ted by the memorable Eud of Nantes bearing date 
April 1598. ratified thro the ſucceſſion of ſeveral 
Kings, and in particular by him who now reigns: 
yer of late without any pretence of torfeiture, or 
ill demerit on their part, they have bin ſubjected 
to many ſeverities directly contrary to the conceſ- 
ſions of the ſaid Edict; and indeed char humanity 
which is due to all men, even trom heathen 
ſtrangers, and proteſſed enemies. 

An inſtance whereof will be þrf,the Ed ict of Feb. 
28. 1680. whereby, in imitation of the Egyptian 
Pharaoh with the Iſraclites, it is ordered, that Pro- 
teſtant women ſhall not be delivered in Child-birth, but 
by midwives and Surgeons who are Pages ; and they 
are commanded to Bapt ize the children new born, 
who are thenccforth eſtee med to be members 
of the Church of Rome, and if when they come 
to age they ſhall profeſs the Proteſtant religion, 
will be liable to be puniſnt as Apoſtats, and their 
Parents obnoxious for perverting them. 

25. The Edict ot June 17.1681. whereby it is or- 
derd that the Children of Proteſtants ſhall be admit- 
ted to abjure the Religion of their parents, as ſoon as 
they ſh ll attain the age of [even years: And it is then 
put into the choice of the children whither they 
will continue with them , and be there maintaind 
with large allowances ſuch as the Papilt magiſtrate 
ſhall appoint ; or have the like proviſion made at 
the charge of the Parents ellewhere. By which ot- 
ter of licence the children are not only encouragd 
to diſobedience and debauchery ; bur rendred He 
Maſters, nay Perſecutors of their Parents. 

35. The Edict of Novemb. 19. 1680. which or- 
dains that when any Preteſtant ſhall happen to be fck, 
be ſhall ſuffer himſelf to be viſited by the Papiſt offi- 


. cers and Prieſts; who at their coming remove 


trom him his friends, relations and attendants , 
and among themſelves interrogate him according 
to their pleaſure ; and his anſwers are uſually in- 
- terpreted to be a reconciliation of himſelf to Po- 

pery, and an abjuring of the Proteſtaut Religion - 


Fo that if he die, the family are eſteemd the chil- 
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teſtant religion, he is to be treated as a relapſed 
Heretic. 

4h. The Edicts of July g. & 31. 1681. which re- 
ſtrain the Proteſtants from having Schoolmaſters to 
teach their cbilaren who are of their religion, more 
then barely to write and read: and only one is al- 
lowed in a whole City and beſides this they only 
may teach who are licenc'd by Papiſt officers : where- 
by alſo their Univerſities are ſuppreſt: which was the 
very courle formerly taken by Julian the Apoſtate 
for the —_— of Chriſtianity; And was the 
method of the Ammouites, to put out the right 
eres of the Hraelites, as a reproch upon them. 

rh. The Edicts of Nove inb. s. 15 2 1 f. Aug. 
17. 1680. and June 28. 1681. which order the turn- 
ing of Proteſtants out of civil and military employ- 
ment 1,and the diſabliug tradeſmen from keeping ſhop! 
or exerciſing their Profs tons. Which is in effect to 
command them and their families to ſteal or bo 
ſtarv'd. 

6/5. The Edict of Nov. 19. 1680. which Grants 
to all Proteſtants who change their religion, a reſpit 
for three years of paying their debts, laying a prohi- 
bition upon their 93 to bring any attion a- 
gainſt them Which as it is a violent temtation 
to ill men to change their Religion, ſo it abſolute. 
ly ruins the credit of others, who are no longer 
2 the Creditor being inſecure of being 

aid. 
: 7/5. The Edict of June 1680. which orders that 
no ſub jet of France of what quality, condition, age or 
ſex ſoever, now making profeſſion of the Roman re- 
ligion ; may ever forſake it to go over to the Refor ma, 
for what cauſe , reaſon, 38 or conſideration 
ſoever: And whoſoever ſball att to the contrary ſhall 
be condemnd to make Amende honourable, to per- 
petual baniſhment , and confiſcation of goods. Like- 
wiſe all Miniſters of the — religion are forbid 
to receive an N e coming to them from Popery, 
or ſuffer in their Churches or blies any ſuch, under 
penalty that the Miniſter ſball be deprivd from ever 
exerciſing bis function, and of ar aches of the 
place or Church for ever after. Upon which pre- 
rence, and others as unreaſonable, ( for how is it 
poſſible tor any congregation to provide that no 
Erſon formerly of another perivafion, ſhould 
come among them :) an „.. number of 
Churches have bin demoliſb d. They are the words 
of the Provincial Aſſembly of the Province of Pa- 
ris, held in the months of March and May 1681. 
alleg'd asa teſtimony of the piety of the King. 
So that at this preſent, the Proteſtants are fain to 
go in many places zo. or 40. miles, to get their 


children baptized, or perform any public act of. 


religious worſhip. And if it happen in caſe of car- 
rying children to be baptiz'd, that the Papiſt mid- 


wife hath don that office before, then the Parent 
ie accuſed as ſacrile o: and nf rehanrizinag 2 
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But ſince mention is made of Amende honou- 
rable, as a part of the puniſhment of a Con- 
vert to the Refornled . it may not be 
amiſs to give ſome account of it. | 

The perſon condemnd to this puniſhment, is to 
go into ſome public place in his Shirt, with a 
Torch in his hand , and a rope about his neck, 
followed by the common Hangman; and in this 
equipage, as if he were the moſt Infamous Maleta- 
ctor, he is to ask pardon of God, the King and Ju- 
ſtice for what he has don. That is for leaving a 
Religion which he believed to be Heretical, and 
Idolatrous; and for imbracing the truth, and 
deſiring to ſave his ſoul, he is to be made a ſpecta- 
cle to God, Angels and Men. | 


But over and above all this ſeverity of the 
Lars; there is added, the cruelty of Magiſtrates, 
and violence of Souldiers, Againſt a Prote- 
ſtant, any accuſation is greedily receiv d, and 
' ſeverely proſecuted; and if after long vexation, 
expence and impriſonment, the innocence of 
the Perſon accuſd ſhall be ſo manifeſt as not 
to be diſſembled, he can hope for no reparation 
againſt the Papiſt falſe accuſer. 
Nor is the condition of Proteſtants in i 
cauſes better then that in criminal. If any Prote- 
ſtant ſues a Papiſt for the Intereſt of an eſtate, or 
Debt: or complains of being over-rated in Taxes; 
whereas he ſhould be heard in ſeveral parts of 
France, according to the Edict of Nantes; by 
Chambres Miparties , where are Counſellors and 
Judges who are Proteſtants as well as Papiſts; 


now they are entirely expoſd to their mortal ard. 


profeſt enemies: and what the ſucceſs of ſuch 
trials is likely to be, twill be needleſs to declare. 

But as if this hardſhip were not enough; 
in thoſe Countries where Proteſtants moſt 
abound , - Soldiers are ſent among them to 
live at free quarter, call d by them diiſcretion, 
and do that execution and barbarity , whic.. 
they have practiſed among conquer'd enemies. 
Where what they cannot devour, or make ad- 
vantage of by ſale, they ſpoil and trample ur- 
der feet: Beat with cudgels the men, clap ſword; 
and piſtols to their breaſts ; abuſe and raviſh the 
women: and when they have pillagd thei: 
houſes , tie the Poſſeſſors to their horſe tails, an- 
drag them to Maſs: where having thrown hol; - 
watcr into their faces, they ſay they are Catho- 
lics; and if they diſown it, ſhall be proceede 
againſt as Relapſt. 

When perſons weary af this uſage, attemt t. 
fly into torreign parts, being diſcover d the) 
are clapt into priſons and dungeons, there tc 
be ſtarv'd to death, or periſh by noiſume dil- 
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eaſes : And thoſe miſerable Perſons who un- 
able to bear cheſe extremities renounce their 
religion, are at the ſame time forcd to give 
it under their hands that they have abjurd 
without conſtraint, and of their own free elder. 
And all this uſage is ſtill pretended to be, gen- 
tle and innocent means made uſe of, to bring He- 
rows to _ boſom * = Church, becoming the 
ounty and goodneſs of the ting, and conformable 
to —1 mind of yy divine 2 who SER re- 
tains bowells of mercy for theſe ſtraied ſbeep; and 
wills = ſhould be brought back and not bunted 
away, rag he — 4 their ſalvation and re- 
grets their loſs. ich conduft is very far from 
the rigor wherewith the Catholics are treated in 
the netghbouring kingdoms which are infected with 
hereſy ; by which it 3 what difference there 
is between reaſon and paſſion, between the mee 
neſs of Truth, and rage of Impoſture, between the 
Zeal of the houſe of God and the fury of Babylon. 
They are the words of the Biſhop of Claudiopols, 
to the King, in the head of the deputics of the 
Clergy of France, and are intended asa reproch to 
the people of England and the Government 
thereof. 


And may not now the deſolate Church of 
France take up her la mentation and ſay? I. it 
nothing to you all ye that paſs by, behold and ſee, 
if there be any ſorrow 8 unto my ſorrow which 
is don unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflia- 
ed me, in the day of bu fierce Anger. Lam. 1. 12. 

But Bleſſed are the Sore cfot for they ſhall obtaie 
mercy. Matth. 5. 7. 

Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to 
entertain ſtrangers : for thereby ſome have enter- 
taind Angels unawares. Remember them that are 
in bonds , as bound with them, and them which ſuffer 
adverſity, as being your ſelvs in the body. Heb. 
3.1; 2; 3- 

When the Son of man ſhall come in by glo- 
ry and all the holy ang-ls with him , then ſhall 
he fit upon the throne of his glory. And before 
him ſhall be gather d all nations, and he ball 
ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhepherd di- 
videth the ſheep from the goats ; and bal. ſet 
the ſheep on his right hd” but the goats on the 
left. Then ſhall the king ſay unto then on his 
right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my father inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world, For I was an hungred and ye pave me 
meat, I mas thirfly and ye gave me drink : I was a 
ſtranger and ye took me in: Naked and ye clothed 
me, I was fick and ye viſited me, I was in priſon 
and ye came unto me, &c. Mat. 25.31, &c. 
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